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o - Investigation of an Accident Jpyolving A&rcrﬁi‘t D
- as g
.‘ Fx Schedulcd Adr. E‘arr:.qr Operut:.m ' . .
._ . ] %
A5 fn aceident 4h:Lch oceurred on a mount.,.ms:,d'e mbc-ut 17 milcs sou%hc:« st o:t‘

(}hambcrsburg, PCI]IISYle.Illu, ot approximatcly 5:04 pur on Octobcr' 25, 1943,

" Posullcds in scrious injuries to Pilot Thomas Ediatd ﬁyﬂ “ind i,bcmmlc Victor -
‘Jc.mc asbarro, The airgraft, a Stinson ‘SR~10C, NC.2285, povcfed: P.Y g ilycoming -

245 h.p. cnging, ‘vas mmgd and oporated by ALl A;ncrlcgn AFintiond) Incv‘(hurcm—f.:
-aftor roforred to as Al)° ]-'Lm\,rlcan.) I3 was almost complet‘&lﬁemqllgbcd. “Bryan;
-agc 28, held an airline transport certificate wth singlc-cngine lond, 120370 -7
“h.pe, and flight instructor ratings. He had floyp.epproximbtcly 2833- hours, g
-about 1220 of vhich wicre as first pilet for A11 Amcrican?s pick-up scrvice in. ‘{,_:-:
~the type aircreft involved. -Gasbarro, age 21;-held an sircraft and chgire me-— -

. chanje ccrtificate, and, as fllbht mcehenic, upcrx_tcd the plck—-up dcncc. :

The flight, designated by All Amorican as ‘I‘r:.p 12, ves schedulod to dow o
pc_r't Hurr:t_sburg, Pennsylvania at 4:30 pen., pick: uwp Hk.ll and cxpress from the .
stations cn routec, and arrive at Philadelphia, Pconnsylwvenic, its finsl destina~" .~ -
tion, ebout 6:15 p,m. Prior to doparturc the company's Pittsburgh dispatcher
telephoned Pilot Bryen o2nd adviscd him that the werther ot Philadclphis vould
-probebly hold above compony minimums (500 fect eceoiling, 1 mile visibility) but™
- that strong castorly ivinds mould be cncountored ond the weather vould probably o
‘be instrument on the ridgo between Chombersburg and Gettysburg., The dispatehcr -
- suggested an coarly start to compensatc for the heedidnds and 2 possible detour. :
“to the south of the course, if nceossery, to remain contact, The pilot &grccd
“with the.dispatchor, saying that after the Chemborsburg pmk—up he voudd: Iy
toverd the ridge and if it wes closed in, he vould detowr cround to the south. -_
“The pilet then sccurcd proper clecronce for contact flight end, cecompanied by
“the flight mcchanic, took off from thc Horrisburg Airpord at 4 25 pyma: In pddi-
“tion to the tro cccupants, tho wore not cguipped vith parechutes, the sireraft -
“carricd a 4-hour fucl supply (76 gollens) and tvo pounds of meil. Tw 0 of the
“ploncts mstrmnmts the edrspecd dndicstor end ths turn end benk dndiectorys
Wre knovm to bo mal_functlonulg. The flight proccided normaliy with schﬁdnlc g
: plck-ups 2t Corlisle; Shippensburg dnd Cﬂs..rnbbrsburg, folloved by theif m.l_ L
radio contacht with the flight os follows: "Cloarcd Chamber sburgy 41 53, - Dsti-
‘mate York 5:25.% Aftcr eloscing Chembersburg, Pilot Bryan startcd climbing &1;
2 rete of 500 feet per minute ond flow o corroctod compass coursc of 110° to -
“ellow for 2 quartering northenst hoadwind. This pleecd him on a d:m,ct coursc— _
~to Gettysburg vith 2 1980-foot point in tic ridge dircectly ahca Two or . o
_thrce minutcs after cleorinhg Chambersburg, B.rmm, finding it dlﬁ}.cu"t tore- o
‘mein contact, changed his coursc to I50° to aveid the high point of the rigdge .
-shcad. Shortly thercafter the acireraft cntorcd thc basc of the c*.r::rccqst and,
- according . to the pilot, turbulence wes cncountered vhich carricd him te an
“imdicated altitude of 3500 fuct. Ho them et dovm ot the rate of 400 fout por o
‘minute to an indieatcd altitude of 2500 foot end, after approximctely 11 m..nutcs" '
“of clepscd time ocut of Chambersburg, cttompted: 2 lot—demn vith indended l"uﬂ‘iC‘ﬂ'OI:y
.at 2000 foot indicated altitude, bolieving he hod passed the ridgo,. T}E.a'r. o
~opinion, he soid, vas bascd on the 12 minutes averge fying time bci’*zz“
“:Chemborsburg L.nd Gettysburg., Gosbarro, tho mochonic, wes Pirst to sco tho
ou:nd ond notificd the p:z.lot. Th’* QJM% st(.‘b.,d t”t hc ulﬁ nat 103 m,t

bu*‘ ;



“1e Ldr g #3733
eomtinucd his lot-dorm fatcading to lovel off 28 WE0O foeg The mechanic thea
‘;u{;qd, wThore is tha ground rcaf slosie® MRt pilot 1»& out just in ti;ehu
g pull up inte a right turn in 2a attoppt to ovoid the sloping terrain ahcad,
$he right wing struck & u'cc%muapdr_:g tho wing from the tip (pioard to the
fucl tonkeg The aircrafty, W@ the cnginc at{;l.ll dcwclopmg PO, contactod th
ground A® foed from the Weo, md reversed its h&adu'ts of It s13d formpd |
. shoyt 70 fcck and stopped dp an upright positigm-on the bottonm of the fusclogs,
St injurod pédet and nogRge cxiricated sMcmsclves from the vrockigs ond wp
Jemd, vhide eescking Ald, on o mount.gt rozd by scorchirs cbout Z:15 pom, the

foa day. . e wreckage wos locoted an tic mountninside 1750 foct cbove

- N

 Men lowl, cp¥at 100 fest bedow the crost of tho ridge.

AN amcrican is eortificntcd to fly contact with minimus sct ot Ceiling - °
506 fect, wisibility - 1 mile. Houcwr, os westher reporting stations do not -
pover 211 local conditicms botnoein peints, unrepeorted instruncnt weothar moy
proveil end occasionally the pilets may cncounter conditions roquiring thom to
go on instruments., The csicblishid Compony proccdurt in sucy an instimec pe-
‘guircs thoet the pilot rotwer clong tho routc provicusly flovn ond ¢stoblish
contoct £light, if possitle, If this is not zecomplisicd <ithin o rocsonsble
length of time, or the tirrain is such thot lov flying would be incdvissble,
the pilet is to atbzin 2z sz=fc <ltitude, procced to tho noirest radio ronge ste-
tion, ond moko o proccduwre lci-dovn end londing.

Aftcr the pilot brcome dnvolved in instrument weather, the turbulont zir |
~mage. it difficult for hin to control the cirertft snd muintnin on aceurante rate
. of-clinb or descint on instruments. He strtcd it he e arore of the foet
7. that thc tern indicotor of his twrn and bonk indicnter wis too scositive cmd

--that his 2ir specd indicztor vos riading high. Therifore, he did not fuol thet
- thg dmpropor fmnctioning of thosc instrumcnts vus & contributing frotor to the
- accident.
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Although the ovidemoo indientss thot foulty instruzonts did not eatribui
.%o this accident, novertholoss who Compony disployie Laxity in dispriching the o
iropaft, kmoving thot to of the instrum.nss soro net fonetisning oraprlye .
Lkomise, the pllet usod poor ulgent v, oftlr ineount.oring instrurmant :
{ Compiny Droccaddt
_ a3 g indiccic =y
reosen for his not turning Dock ohon L. fourd thot Roe ooild nbt conuinul on
cemrss vithoult mtering il ovirelst. . -

weather, he contimusd on coursc over the ridge, conirory to
The pilot offcrid mo wiplinmiticr nor iz thoer. any oviduno
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1ilotts netien in dosconding o
to nis oxnet loention,

The probible cansc of this zeeidufis vos th
- through tho overcost vithout fofinite ~asurnes

/s/ Trod oa. Toombs
o SRR A o




